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What’s This About?
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There are other people out there that are as interested in some of the same 
Canadian military history as we are.

• Some of these people are here in Canada.
• Others are in other countries, particularly the Netherlands.

Some of these people have made, or are actively making, relevant historical 
information content (e.g., documentaries, social media content, etc.).

This is about one example – a very recent Canadian Military History 
documentary produced by a Canadian, with help from a couple buddies in 
the Netherlands.

And this is another example of a learning opportunity (for me) about 
Canadian Military History.



Background
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I recently saw some references to “Path to Total Victory” on the following 
Facebook group.

• “Canadians in Northwest Europe in the Second World War”

The references mentioned a plan to mark the 80th Anniversary of the Victory in 
Europe by creating a three-episode documentary to give a general overview of 
the crucial combat operations of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion and the 
1st Canadian Corps during the final battles to liberate the Netherlands.

• Episode 1: The 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion – Operation Varsity
• Episode 2: The 1st Canadian Infantry Division – Operation Cannonball
• Episode 3: The 5th Armoured Division and the Dawn of Peace – Operation 

Cleanser



“Path to Total Victory”
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80 Years of Victory in Europe:  

To honour this milestone, Bravery In Arms has produced a three-episode documentary series 
to give a general overview of the crucial combat operations of the 1st Canadian Parachute 
Battalion and the 1st Canadian Corps during the final battles to liberate the Netherlands and 
secure total victory over Nazi Germany in May 1945. 

Topics covered: 

Episode 1: The 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion – Operation Varsity 

March 24th 1945, Focus on the elite 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, whose daring airborne 
operation as part of the British 6th Airborne Division, played a significant role in securing key 
positions across the Rhine, into Germany. The episode chronicles the parachute drop on top of 
enemy lines, and highlights their daring courage to secure vital grounds in support of the Allied 
invasion of Germany. 
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Episode 2: The 1st Canadian Infantry Division - Operation Cannonshot. 

On April 11th, The 1st Canadian Infantry Division undertook the daring assault crossing of the Ijssel 
River.  Following the capture of Wilp, the division pressed forward, liberating numerous towns en 
route to the Grebbe Line. Among these was the city of Apeldoorn, an important regional center. The 
seizure of Apeldoorn dealt a severe blow to German occupation forces and provided a morale boost 
to the local population who were long awaiting their day of liberation. 

Episode 3: The 5th Armoured Division and the Dawn of Peace - Operation Cleanser 

The final episode reflects on the momentous conclusion of the campaign— The rapid advance of 
the 5th Armoured Division from Arnhem, moving North towards Ijsselmeer Lake. Including the 
infamous battle of Otterlo and the official surrender of Nazi forces at the De Wereld Hotel in 
Wageningen on May 5th 1945.  This instalment emphasizes the suffering of the Dutch People, 
honouring the sacrifices made and the enduring legacy of the Canadian forces in bringing freedom 
to Europe. 



Background
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The documentary plan involved deploying, in April 2025, a small filming crew in 
the Netherlands together with a group of volunteer re-enactors to recreate 
some battle scenes.

The plan then involved presenting the documentary to the public during 
Remembrance Week in November 2025.

The primary individuals involved in creating and deploying the documentary are:
• From Canada:

• Roger Chabot
• From the Netherlands:

• Jimmy Hilgin
• Tjarco Schuurman



“Path to Total Victory”

7

Who is Roger Chabot?

• Sgt. (Ret.) Canadian Armed Forces
• Born in Quebec.
• Signed up with Royal 22nd Regiment (VanDoos).
• In the Airborne Regiment, deployed to Cyprus and Somalia.
• 1994 – Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry – Croatia, Kosovo (1999).
• 2000 – Posted to Canadian Forces Leadership and Recruit School (CFLRS), in St.-Jean. Basic 

Training Instructor.
• Eventually trained as an imagery technician (Cold Lake, Valcartier).
• Retired 2005. Moved to Reserves.
• Fully retired 2016 (age 55).

• Painting, touring, and making videos, a big part of his life since retirement.

o Large video project – Canadian “D-Day Dodgers.” Took team to Italy to follow in footsteps 
of the 1st Canadian Corps.

o “Bravery In Arms – Canadian Military History brought back to life – Produced and hosted 
by Veteran, War Artist Roger Chabot.”

o “Path to Total Victory” – November 2025.
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‘D-Day Dodgers’ 
• Group of volunteers with a mission to honour the casualties of war and the Holocaust. 
• Based in the Netherlands. 
• No longer just war in Italy focus, but also North West Europe, and the Holocaust. 
• Battlefield tours, Research, Projects, Collaboration 
• Filming, Interviews, Podcast. 
• Founders – Jimmy Hilgen, Tjarco Schuurman. 
• Administrators for the Facebook group ‘Canadians in Northwest Europe in the Second 

Worls War’ 



10

Dieppe – September 2025 – Jimmy Hilgen (aka Jimmy Jimbo)
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Dieppe – September 2025 – Jimmy Hilgen (aka Jimmy Jimbo)
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Groesbeek – Christmas Eve 2025
Photos by Jimmy Jimbo and Tjarco Schuurman
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In “Path to Total Victory,” I particularly quite liked the first episode of the documentary, 
covering the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion during Operation Varsity. 

• I am somewhat familiar with the parachute drops on D-Day and Market Garden. 
Surprisingly, as a Canadian, I knew virtually nothing about Operation Varsity. 
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On a personal level, my research of Canada and WW2 never really got further than 
March 8 1945, when my Uncle Ken was KIA at Xanten Germany. Ken was with the 
Essex Scottish, and is buried in Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery. I have visited 
both Groesbeek and Xanten, as part of my research on Uncle Ken.

Watching “Path to Total Victory” has given me a better understanding of the role of the 
Canadian Army through the Liberation of the Netherlands, and the end of the war.

• I found the archival footage, battle scene re-enactments, interviews and touring 
footage in this documentary brought everything to life for me, much better than the 
books I’ve read. Maybe an old guy thing?
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Ep 2 Cannonshot

Ep 1 Varsity

Ep 3 German Surrender in Netherlands



“Path to Total Victory”

22

Regarding “Path to Total Victory,” as I mentioned earlier, I knew virtually nothing about 
Operation Varsity. 

• I find this surprising, considering I have well over 1000 skydives myself, starting in 
the mid-1970’s with old round surplus military parachutes just like the ones in 
Operation Varsity. 

• As a student, I even had a tree landing, like the one described in the documentary. 
At least no one was shooting at me, not on that jump anyways. 

• But clearly not as scary as what the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion experienced 
in Operation Varsity.

• Shockingly that almost did happen to me many jumps later, while doing a group 
high altitude night jump down in Florida. When we landed, we were surrounded by 
heavily armed police who thought we were part of a drug drop. Of course we 
weren’t, but it was a bit scary. 
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